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A Message from Mrs. Patrick 

Happy New Year!  We are back into the swing of a regular school schedule and our students 
have started 2019 with enthusiasm.  As a staff, we are glad to be experiencing this time of 
their lives with them!   
 

As we begin the new year, we would like to encourage you to persuade and support your 
child to read for 30 minutes every day.  Reading is one of the rudimentary “Three Rs” and is 
the cornerstone for all subjects of learning.  The better your child reads, the more power 
he/she will have in almost every aspect of school.  Reading is also a learned skill that takes 
practice and, at times, patience.   To make it interesting, it is important to make it easy for 
your child to gravitate toward reading.  Here are a few pointers:   
 

 Make your home a reading friendly place.  Keep books, magazines and even         
newspaper articles easily available in subjects that appeal to your child. A brightly lit, 

cozy reading spot away from distraction will encourage getting lost in a good book.   

 Limit TV and video game time.  This is easier said than done for many families, but 
could be tied to reading.  Turn on the closed captioning when watching your favorite 
show; use the “thirty minutes of reading equals tube time” rule; if your child finds a    

specific type of program or game interesting, find related reading materials.  

 Don’t forget about the library.  Get your child a library card as soon as they reach the 
age limit.  Taking a trip to the library can be like a   treasure hunt to find books on     
subjects you would not otherwise consider looking into.  Talk to the librarian about all 

the different materials available to help spark your child's interest in reading.   

 Let your child’s enthusiasm and curiosity be his guide.   

 Most importantly, be an active part of the reading process.  Talk about what your child is 
reading.  Talk about  something that you have read and enjoyed.  Read out loud.  Kids 
love to both read and be read to out loud. Take turns reading a chapter book, then finish 
up with a quick question/answer session. 

 

Let your child read at his/her level.  At school, our students read to learn.  At home, your 
child should read for pleasure. Pushing your child to read at a level higher than his capability 
can be counterproductive both academically and emotionally.  Active and supported learning 
is the best path to reading success!  

IMPORTANT DATES 

TO REMEMBER 
 

PLC Mondays— 

Every Monday 

All Kindergarten Classes 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

Grades 1 to 5 

8:45 am to 1:45 pm 
 
 

No School — MLK Holiday 

Monday, Jan. 21 
 

PTC Meeting                        
All Welcome! 

Wed., Jan 23, 3:30 pm 

 
 

No School 
Monday, February 11 
Monday, February 18 
 

 

Please refer to the calendar inside  

this newsletter for additional           

programs and activities. 

The Governing Board is committed to providing equal opportunity for all individuals in education. District programs, activities, and practices shall be free from unlawful discrimination, including discrimination against an individual or 
group based on race, color, ancestry, nationality, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital, pregnancy, or parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or 
expression, or genetic information; a perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics. 

 

 Attendance Hotline 

When your child is not in 

school, please call the school 

office at 916-771-1780, the 

morning of the absence, 

press 1 and leave a message, 

available 24-hours a day.  

On-line Student Registration Open 

www.rcsdk8.org 

New & Returning Students  

For the 2019-20 School Year 

Intra/Inter District Enrollment 

2019-20 Inter/Intra District Transfer applications     
are now available on-line at www.rcsdk8.org             

and will be accepted at the District Office.  

Intra-District transfer applications are given priority 
during the open enrollment period                             

through January 31, 2019. 
Kindergarten parents: A letter will be in your 

child’s Friday Folder on how to register. 



     

     

     

     

     

    

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

14 15 16 17 18 

21 22 23 24 25 

28 29 30 31 1 

4 5 6 7 8 

     

PTC Meeting 3:30 pm 
Family Night at Old Town 
Pizza 11am-9 pm 

PLC Monday 

     

Chess Academy 
1:55 - 2:55 Library 

& 

Buljan Showcase Night 
6-7 pm 

2019 

February 

Young Rembrandts Art 
1:55 - 2:55  MPR 

PLC Monday 

Sami’s Circuit 

Musical Rehearsal    
3:15 - 4:15 pm 

January 

Character Trait 

INITIATIVE 

MLK Day          

Observed           

NO SCHOOL 

PTC Gift of Reading 

Chess Academy 
1:55 - 2:55 Library 

Young Rembrandts Art 
1:55 - 2:55  MPR 

PLC Monday 

Vision Screening 
K, 2, 5 

Rsvl Theatre — 1st grade 
9:30-11:25 am 

4th grade 
Sutter’s Fort 

Musical Rehearsal    
3:15 - 4:15 pm 

February  

Character Trait  

Caring 

Gates  

Marquee 

Don’t forget to read the 

marquee at the front of 

the school by the      

small loop entrance. 

 

It shows important dates 

and reminders  for your 

information. 

Chilton Showcase Night 
6-7:30 pm 

Eich IB Night 6-8 pm 

Cooley Showcase Night 
6-7 pm 



 

PTC News 

 

Our first PTC meeting of 2019 will be on Wednesday January 23rd at 3:30 p.m. in the Staff Lounge 

where we will be discussing our many upcoming and past events. Free child care will be provided for 
Gates students. 

Our next Family Food Night is scheduled for Tuesday, January 22nd 

from 11 am to 9 pm at Old Town Pizza. Old Town Pizza is generously 
donating 15% of the proceeds to Gates PTC so take the night off from 
cooking and help our school. It’s a win-win. Please see the attached 

flyer for more information, and bring the flyer with you to receive the discount for Gates. 

Gift of Reading is happening on February 8th.  It is $20 a book and your student 

will personally pick out which book they want, put their name in the front, and be 
the first to check it out. Order forms should be coming home soon in your student's 
backpack and extras will be available in the office. All order forms and money are 
due back by Wednesday February 6th. Thank you for helping our library grow. 

Have you been collecting your Box Tops? If so, be sure to turn those in!  The student 

with the most Box Tops wins a prize. Our next submission date is February 15th.  
Make sure to turn in all your Box Tops by the deadline date for your chance to win a 
prize and to help us raise funds for our school.  Also, don’t forget to make sure your 
box tops haven’t expired yet and make sure to label them with your student’s name 
and their teacher’s name so that they get credit for turning them in should they be the one with the 
most box tops! 

 

Our Daughter Dance is coming up on Friday, February 22nd from 6:30-

8:30 pm!  If you have a daughter who goes to our school, make sure she 
doesn't miss this special opportunity for a fun night in our school cafeteria. 
There will be live music and dancing to be enjoyed by all. Tickets will be    
$15 per couple and $5 for each additional. More information coming soon.          

If you are interested in helping out with this event, please contact us at gatesptc@gmail.com           
Volunteers are essential in making this event a success and any and all help is appreciated! 
 

Lastly, Jog-a-thon is coming up in May and our chair people are looking for some volunteers to 

help them organize the event.  This is our largest fundraiser of the year and it requires a lot of leg 
work prior to the big day to make it happen.  If you are interested in helping us make this event a 
success, please contact us at gatesptc@gmail.com we look forward to hearing from you! 


















